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BOROU&H  OF  BUCKINGH/Jl 


Castle  House, 
West  Street, 
Buckingham. 
August,  1967 


Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  -nnual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1966. 

Infectious  Diseases 


variety  of  the  common  childhood  infections  invaded  the  area:  chicken 
pox  and  mumps  in  particular j more  troublesome  was  a german  measles  (rubella) 
outbreak  that  caused  me  some  concern,  in  view  of  the  risk  of  this  apparently 
mild  condition  to  the  expectant  mother  at  the  beginning  of  her  pregnancy. 

There  are  a number  of  children  in  the  area  severely  handicapped  as  a 
result  of  this  ante-natal  exposure,  and  an  effort  was  made  to  try  and  ensure 
that  women  in  the  first  four  months  of  their  pregnancy  who  were  in  contact 
?7ith  rubella  went  to  their  private  doctors.  The  publicity  given  was  much 
wider  than  anticipated,  but  it  seems  that  many  women  did  accept  the  advice 
and  were  given  appropriate  preventive  treatment  by  their  doctors.  A follow 
up  study  has  been  arranged  so  that  any  who  missed  this  trea,tment,  and  who 
gave  birth  to  babies  "at  risk"  are  screened  for  defects,  and  offered 
appropriate  help  early. 

Notified  cases 


1965  1966 

Measles  6 85 
Dysentery  (Sonne)  3 5 
Whooping  Cough  1 ' ' 5 


Health  Education 

The  main  theme 'for  Health  Education  during  I966  was  "Safety  in  the  Home" 
which  included  poison  hazards  and  home  accidents.  A special  effort  ’was -also 
made  to  encourage  schoolchildren  (and  their  parents)  on  the  value  of  "Foot 
Health". 

most  encouraging  report  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  shov/ing 
survey  data  indicating  that  the  amount  of  smoking  among  adolescents  was  falling, 
and  there  had  been  a substantial  drop  in  the  proportion  of  cigarette  smokers  in 
men  and  women  in  recent  years.  It  will,  of  course,  take  some  time  for  this  to 

be  reflected  in  any  fall  in  lung  cancer  deaths  or  heart  and  bronchitis  morbidity, 
but  one  can  feel  that  the  effort  put  into  anti-smoking  propaganda  is  not  entirely 


submerged  by  the  advertising  agents  appeals  to  "Carry  on  smoking". 
Environmental  health 

A question  v/as  raised  at_  the  Public  Health  Committee  on  the 
advisability  and  feasability  of  implementing  the  Clean  .-^ir  Act  in 
Buckingham,  in  particular  the  sections  on  Smoke  Control,  Enough 
evidence,  medical  and  aesthetic  has  been  accumulated  to  demonstrate 
the  harmful  effects  of  polluted  atmosphere  to  peojjle,  plants  and 
buildings.  I feel  confident  that  in  the  not  too  distant  future 
Parliament  v^rill  make  clean  air  a statutory  duty  in  the  v.'hole  country. 

This  vjill  involve  authorities  in  some  expense,  v/hether  they  are  in  a 
"black"  or  relatively  "clean"  areas.  It  is  possible  to  avoid  this 
expense  if  areas  are  designated  and  controlled  before  buildings  are 
erected  and  in  expanding  towns  this  should  be  considered.  As  Buckingham 
is  likely  to  expand  considerably  in  the  future,  consideration  ought  to  be 
given  to  designate  new  developments  as  Smoke  Controlled  areas  before  a brick 
is  laid.  The  existing  town  can  be  tackled  piecemeal  to  reduce  the  burden 
on  the  rates.  Householders  (and  business  O'-vners)  might  take  this  into 
accoxint  when  they  have  to  replace  existing  heating  appli?uices.  Their  own 
cost  co\ild  be  reduced  by  installing  approved  equipment  capable  of  burning 
smokeless  fuel,  gas,  oil  or  electricity. 

ST.iPF 


During  the  year  Mr,  Hall  7/as  appointed  deputy  Public  Health  Inspector, 
This  v/as  a v/ell  considered  decision  in  viev/  of  the  increasing  work  falling 
on  the  -department  as  a result  of  extra  duties  from  further  legislation. 

He  is  an  experienced,  conscientious  man  who  is  already  proving  an  asset  to 
the  Borough, 

I must  thank  Mr.  Taylor  for  the  continued  support  he  gives  me,  despite 
his  many  and  varied  responsibilities,  and  of  course,  the  Council  for  the 
interest  and  concern  they  show  in  Public  Health  matters. 


I remain, 


Your  obedient  servfint. 


P . Lavi s . 


A.  Vital  Statistics 


1965 

1966 

Area  (in  acres)  

• • • 

5,367 

5,367 

Population  

• • • 

0 . 
00 

-4- 

4,810 

Number  in  Inhabited  Houses  . . . . 

• • • 

1,676 

1,669 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ... 

» « • 

£214,071 

€218,855 

Rate  per  tf  1 ...  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

10/8 

12/- 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ‘ ... 

• • • 

£912 

£915 

BmiiS:  M 

F 

Legitimate  42 

29 

93 

71 

Illegitimate  ...  1 

2 

6 ■ 

3 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (adjusted) 

22.2 

16.5 

" " " " " (Bucks) 

19.6 

18.9 

" ” " " " (England  cS: 

: Wales) 

18.1 

17.7 

Still  Births 

2 

Nil 

DEIiTHS  M ' 

P 

- 

30 

21 

44 

. 51 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  (adjusted) 

9.4' 

10.8 

" " " " " (Bucks) 

8.9 

9.2 

" " ” " " (England  & 

Wales) 

11.5 

. 11.7 

I'laternal  Mortality  Rate 

Nil 

Nil 

INEANT  MORTrJjITY; 

(Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 yeo.r  per 
1,000  live  births) 

30.3 

27.0  (2  deaths) 

Bucks  County  ...  ...  ...  .... 

14.9 

15.9 

England  and  Wales  

19.0 

19.0 

The  figures  vary  little  from  the 

previous  year;  v;here 

there  is 

variation  this  is  not  significant.  They  imply  a corannanity  whose  health 
standards  are  well  up  to  present  day  norras. 
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PRINCIPf^L  CAUSES  OF  DEATH: 

Cancer  : Stomach  

Lung,  bronchus  

' Other  ...  ' ...  . . 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Heart  Disease  ...  

Other  circulatory  disease  

Bronchitis  ...  

Pne\amonia  ...  

Congenital  Malformations  

Accident  (motor  vehicle)  ...  .. 

All  other  causes  ...  


M 

1 

2 

2 

3 

6 

1 

0 

3 
0 
1 

4 


1965 

F T 

0 1 

0 2 

2 4 

5 8 

5 11 

0 1 

1 1 

0 3 

1 1 

0 1 

6 10 


25  20  45 


1966 

M F T 

123 
2 0 2 

527 
415 

7 7 14 

Oil 

415 
123 
0 0 0 

10  1 
5 5 10 

30  21  51 


PERSONilL  HE/ILTH  SERVICES 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE;  Administered  by  Bucks  County  Council  from  ..ylesbury  Station, 
North  Bucks  Station  at  Bletchley. 

HOSPIT/JjS : Under  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Patients  are  treated  at 
Buckingham,  Aylesbury  and  Oxford.  Outpatient  facilities  are  available  in 
Buckingham  for  general  surgery,  orthopaedic  surgery,  chest  diseases, 
ophthalmology  and  ear,  nose  and  throat  diseases. 

Li'LBORATORYi  V7alton  Street,  Oxford  (Tel. 49231) 

DISTRICT  NURSING/MID7JIFERY:  Buckingham  district  is  served  by  two  full  and  tv/o 
part-time  nurses.  Area  Superintendent:-  Mrs.  Riley  (at  Area  Health  Office, 
Bletchley) . 

HEALTH  VISITING-:  Misses  Padfield  and  MacManus  - based  at  Flat  1,  Vemey  Close, 
(Tel. 3395)  Area  Superintendent:-  Mrs.  D.  L.  Marrett  (at  Area  Health  Office) 

SOCIAL  ;70RKERS:  (Medical,  T'elfare,  Blind,  Mental  Health):  Area  Officer  - Mr. 

P.  K.  Smith  at  Area  Health  Office,  Bletchley. 

4 


HOiiE  HELP  SERVICB; 


Area  Organiser  - Mrs.  H.  R.  L,  Sephton, 

Assistant  Organiser  - Mrs.  V,  A.  Haughey  (Tel .Bletchley 

2507) 

CHILD  ELF/JIE  CLINIC : Held  t'/zice  monthly  in  the  'Congregational  Chapel  Hall. 

DENTXX  CLINIC;  Verney  Close,  treatment  offered  to  children  and 

expectant  mothers. 

HE-'iLTH  IDUC-.TION:  Area  Organiser  - Miss  G-.  Hanmer  at  Area  Health  Office, 

Bletchley. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE:  Administered  from  Area  Health  Office.  This  includes 
arrangements  for  the  examination  of  pupils  in  accord,ance  with  the  Educa.tion 
Act,  ascertainment  of  handicapped  and  advising  a.ppropriate  treatment. 
Vaccination  and  immunisation  againpt  diphtheria,  poliomyelitis,  tetanus  and 
tuberculosis  is  carried  out. 

TRjAINING  CENTRES:  (For  the  "ineducable")  Adult  and  Junior  centres  situated 
in  Bletchley. 
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B,  Sanitary  Circunstances  of  the  'irea. 

1 . vfiTER 

No  failures  of  supply  occurred  during  the  year.  Breakdo’wns  of 
machinery  and  pumping  plant  iiere  repaired  by  the  departments  own  staff, 
and  in  the  appropriate  cases  the  costs  were  recovered  from  the  Council's 
insurers . 

Ylovk  is  going  ahead  on  the  Gav/cott  v7ater  scheme  and  a completion  is 
hoped  for  in  I968.  196?  v/ill  be  a difficult  year  in  the  event  of  drought 

as  surplus  supplies  are  .reducing  '.;ith  the  overall  increased  consumption. 

Average  consumption  during  I966  was  48.5  gallons  per  head  of  population. 

Total  amount  of  water  consumed  in  the  year  was  88.4  million  gallons,  an 
increase  of  nearly  three  million  gallons  in  the  year. 

Peak  daily  consumption  reached  wa,s  278,000  gallons. 

Metered  supplies  to  industry  and  cbmierce  accounted  for  14,608,000 
gallons  during  the  year. . 

25  bacteriological  examina^tions  v/ere  made  of  the  ra'w  \;~ter  and  all  proved 
satisfactory.  Standby  chlorination  equipment  is  av'.ilable  for  use  if  necessary. 

CHEMICAL  jl.LYSIS  OF  PUBLIC  '4ATER 

Parts  per  Grains  per 


100,000  Gallon 

Total  solids  (dried  at  180°C) 48.0  33*6 

Combined  Chlorine  (Cl)  ..  2.2  1.5 

Equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride  (NcCI)  . . ..  .3*6  2.5 

Nitric  nitrogen  (Nitrates)  O.O4  O.O3 

Nitrous  nitrogen  (.Nitrates)  Nil  Nil 

Immoniacal  nitrogen  . . Nil  Nil 

itlbuninoid  nitrogen  ..  0.0010  0.0007 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  27FC  ..  ..  O.OO3  0.002 

Lead  or  copper  . . Nil  Nil 

Temporary  hardness  (equivalent  to  Ca  C03)  26.5  18.6 

Permanent  hardness  (equivalent  to  Ca  C03)  8.0  5.6 

Total  hardness  (equivalent  to  Ca  Co3)  ..  34.5  24.2 


2 SE-jhiGE  DiSPOS/iL 

The  extension  to  the  main  Buckingham  v/orks  is  proving  satisfactory  o.nd 
adequate  to  deal  v/ith  all  flows  and  provides  a surplus  capacity  to  deal  with 
some  development  in  the  Borough. 

Sam.ples  of  effluent  are  examined  by  the  Great  Ouse  River  -uthority  from 
time  to  time,  and  excellent  lias on  is  maintained  at  all  times. 

Discussions  have  been  held  with  your  consultants  and  the  River  x^uthority  on 
the  possibility  of  improvements  to  the  Ga’wcott  plant. 
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REFUSE  DISPOSAL 


j • 

A nev/  compression  type  vehic].e  \vas  brought  into  service  during  the  year. 

This  has  resulted  in  the  ma.intenance  of  a v/eekly  collection  over  the  expanding 
area  without  an  increase  of  staff.  Fewer  visits  to  the  tip  are  required,  and 
the  loading  of  the  vehicle  is  less  strenuous  to  the  operators, 

iipproaches  have  been  made  to  other  authorities  'with  a view  to  combined 
disposal  arrangements  in  the  future,  but  at  the  present  time  no  proposals  have 
been  formulated. 

A.  SnlMMINU  POOL 

The  pool  enjoyed  good  support  during  the  suinner  season. 

Season  ticket  sales  produced  £194*  H.  0. 

Gate  receipts  produced  £431*  12. 

Refreshment  sales  £253*  6.  3» 

Schools  contribution  £129*  10* 

As  no  attendant  could  be  found  to  taJce  charge  of  the  children's  boats  these 
facilities  were  not  available  during  the  season. 

5.  FACTORIES 

No  matters  calling  for  special  attention  have  been  reported, 

50  outworkers  v/ere  notified  to  the  Council  during  1966 
OFFICES,  SHOPS  /^HD  R'lLVOtY  PREMISES  ACT  196 3 

There  are  71  premises  registered  under  the  'ct,  and  22  inspections  were 
made  during  the  year, 

. The  number. of  persons  employed  at  registered  premises  was:- 
' Males  187  ' Females  289 

P/iRT  1 OF  .THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Number  of ; 

Premises  , . Number  on  ’.-.ritten  Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  notices  prosecut- 

^ ™™™.  _ ' 


(i) 'Factories  in  'which  Sections  1,2, 

3,4  and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authorities. 

7 

12 

— 

— 

(ii)  F8.ctories  not  included  in(i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  .authorities 

29 

25 

— 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Loce.l 

Authorities  (excluding  outv/orkers' 
premises) , 

7 

10 

2 

— i 

43  K1 
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6.  PUBLIC  MORTU/HY. 


The  mortuary  situated  in  the  Council  Yard  in  the  High  Street  is  used 
by  the  tvvo  local  authorities  mainly  in  connection  vvith  fatal  road  casualties. 

D,  Housing. 


22  private  and  33  council  houses  v/ere  completed  during  the  year. 

E . Report  of  Public  Health  Inspector 

MJIS;iNCES,  C0CTR.":VENTI0N  OF  BYEL.i/S  ETC - 


Complaints  received  and  investiga.ted  ... 

Nuisances  found  as  a result  of  inspection 

Nuisances  abated  ... 

Statutory  Notices  served  ... 

Informal  Notices  served  ... 

Prosecutions ... 


678 

12 

520 

Nil 

12 

Nil 


HOUSES  -IND  PREMISES  INSPECTED 


Total  number  of  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  v/ere  as 
follows: 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
Bakehouses 
Butchers'  Shops 
Slaughterhouses  . . . 
Foodshops 
Dp-ellinghouses 


18 

22 

. ..  162 
. . . 150 

32 

. . . 415 
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c.jic:;sEs  :m  offzl  inspected  .'J\[d 

CONDEIviriED  IN  HOLE  OR  IN  P'RT 


® I 

H 3 K1 

4-^  I — i 

-P  O c o 
cii  X -H  o 

O CD  nr) 


O 

o 


to 

CD 

> 

rH 

nj 

O 


ft 

to- 

( 

I 

Cso 

(D  TlJ 
CD  C! 

iTl 

r*  ^ 

CO 

3 

1 

1 ’H 
ft 

ruDerculosis  only,.  ;yIiole  carcases 
condemned 

Carca.ses  of  ■i^hich^  some  part  or- 
organ  v/as  condemned 

yi  of  inspected  aff ected  ■ with^  " 
Tuberculosis 


• ••  ••• 


Number  killed 

399 

...  15 

2394 

875  ... 

Number  inspected 

399 

...  15 

2394 

875  ... 

.111  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci 

..hole  Carcases  condemned 

• • • 

» • • 

• • • 

• • • • 

• • • • • • 

Co.rcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

"17 

• • • 

• • « 

21 

19  ... 

number  inspected  affected  .dth 
disease  other  than  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

4.3 

• « • • • • 

.87 

2.2  ... 

• , , , • 9 


...  2.3 


Cysticercosis . Carcases  of  vjhich  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 


• •••  •••  •• 


Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 


G-eneralised  and  totally  condemned 


• ••  •••  •• 


3128  articles  of  food  v/ere  conderaned  and  destroyed  during  the  year. 
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Horses 


Close  attention  has  been  paid  to  food  premises,  having  regard  to 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955-56. 


The  number  of  premises  affected  by  the  regulations  being  83  and 
falling  into  the  follovd.ng  categories 


Cafes  and  Restaurants 

• • • 

• « • • 

• • • 

• • • 

8 

Public  Houses  ... 

• • • 

« • • • 

t • • 

• • • 

16 

Stalls  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

5 

Canteens  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • • 

• • • 

• 0 • 

15 

Food  Shops 

• • • 

• • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

35 

Dairies  

• • • 

• • • • 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  6 of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  is  22,  and  all  such  premises  are  regularly  inspected. 


No  clean  food  campaigns  have  been  sponsored  during  the  period. 

jj-l  food  premises  have  been  supplied  with  extracts  from  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations. 

PETROLEIBI  (CONSOLID  .TION)  ACT,  1928 

Licences  issued  for  the  storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit  35 
Inspection  of  Petroleum  Stores  38 

RATS  /JTO  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ORDER,  I919. 

RODENT  INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943- 


bPrk  under  this  heading  has  continued  to  occupy  a large  amount 
of  time,  and  much  good  work  has  been  done  in  this  direction  throughout 
the  year.  The  follov/ing  is  a brief  summary  of  the  work  carried  out:- 


Nuraber  of  complaints  received...  24 

Number  of  premises  treated  for  rats  ...  17 

Number  of  premises  treated  for  mice  6 

Estimated  number  of  rats  destroyed  50 

..ctual  rats’  bodies  found  ...  11 

Visits  for  inspection  and  survey  42 

Visits  for  Baiting  and  Exterminations  47 


RENNIE  T-lYLOR, 

Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector 
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